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FAFEN Daily Factsheet: Sitting No.04 Session No.114 of the Senate
Senate Eulogizes Services of Deceased Lawmaker
ISLAMABAD, April 15, 2015: The fourth sitting of the Senate’s ongoing session was cut short due to the demise of ANP Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Hoti on Wednesday, says the Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN).
The sitting started at its scheduled time with 20 legislators (19%) present at the start and 48 (46%) at the time of adjournment. Nine senators (two each from PML-N, MQM and PPPP and one each from ANP, PML-F, JUI-F) paid tribute to the deceased lawmaker and spoke for 34 minutes.
The House left its entire agenda unaddressed due to the suspension of proceedings. The agenda included five legislative bills (including the Islamabad Capital Territory Local Government Bill 2015), the 2012-13 annual report of the Council of Common Interests, a calling attention notice (CAN) regarding the decision to repatriate commercial councilors posted abroad and admissibility of an adjournment motion regarding a bomb planted near a former lawmaker’s residence.
Following are some key observations of the House proceedings:

Members’ Participation in House Proceedings
· The Senate met for 51 minutes. 

· The sitting started at its scheduled time of 1015 hours.
· The Chairman presided over the entire sitting.

· The Deputy Chairman was also present. 
· The Leader of the House attended the sitting for 49 minutes. 

· The Opposition Leader was absent. 
· 20 senators (19%) were present at the start and 48 (46%) at the end of the sitting. 
· A maximum of 51 senators (49%) were present at one point of the sitting
· The parliamentary leaders of PML-F, PPPP, MQM, JUI-F, ANP, BNP-M, PTI and PML-N were present. 

· Two minority members were present.
· None of the members applied for leave. 
Output 

· The House did not consider any agenda item due to the demise of a sitting senator. 
Representation and Responsiveness
· Nine senators (two each from PML-N, MQM and PPPP and one each from ANP, PML-F, JUI-F) paid tribute to the deceased lawmaker and spoke for 34 minutes.
Transparency
· Orders of the Day was available to the legislators, observers and others.

· Information on members’ attendance was not available to the observers and the public.  
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