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Senate Suspends Agenda, Pays Homage to APS Martyrs
ISLAMABAD, December 16, 2015: The Upper House of Parliament on Wednesday suspended its regular agenda and paid homage to martyrs of Army Public School (APS) during the third sitting of its 122nd session, says Free and Fair Election Network in its daily factsheet. 
Sixteen (15%) legislators were present at the start and 20 (19%) at the time of adjournment of the sitting.

The House adopted a resolution to honor APS martyrs and discussed their sacrifices for more than 90 percent (227 minutes) of the sitting time.
Some key observations are as follows:
Members' Participation in House Proceedings 

· The Senate met for four hours and 10 minutes.

· The sitting started at the scheduled time of 1500 hours.

· Chairman did not attend the sitting. 
· The Deputy Chairman presided over the sitting for two hours and 59 minutes while rest of the proceeding was chaired by a member of panel of Chairperson. 
· The Leader of the House attended the sitting for 69 minutes while Leader of the Opposition was present for three and 10 minutes. 
· Prime Minister did not attend the sitting.
· Sixteen (15%) senators were present at the start and 20 (19%) at the time of adjournment.
· Parliamentary leaders of PkMAP, BNP-M, PTI, MQM, PPPP, NP, PML-F and JI were present. 

· One minority member was present.
Output

· The House adopted a resolution to pay homage to martyrs of Army Public School (APS). Twenty-nine lawmakers – PML-N (11), PPPP (6),  PkMAP, ANP, NP, PTI (2 each) and one each of JI, PML, BNP-M and JUI-F spoke on it for 227 minutes. 
Order and Institutionalization
· The entire Opposition staged a walk out for two minutes over non-implementation on National Action Plan. 
Transparency
· ‘Orders of the Day’ was available to the legislators, observers and public.
· The attendance of lawmakers was available to observers and media.
This daily factsheet is based on direct observation of the Senate proceedings conducted by Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN). Errors and omissions are excepted.
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