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CHALLENGES

DEMOCRACY
to

I N   P A K I S T A N

#SabKaPakistanSeminar on 

to Promote Pro-Democracy Narrative

Brief Introduction of the Seminar

T rus t  fo r  Democrat ic  Educat ion and 
Accountability-Free and Fair Election Network 
(TDEA-FAFEN) organized a seminar on pro-
democracy narrative titled “Challenges to 
Democracy in Pakistan”, on September 8, 
2016 in Islamabad. Prominent scholars and 
academicians addressed the seminar and 
answered the queries of general public and 
students regarding various problems faced by 
democracy in Pakistan. The speakers called 
for immediate government steps to improve 
governance, eradicate corruption, reduce 
income inequalities and introduce political 
reforms as prerequisites for strengthening 
democracy in Pakistan. They also emphasized 
the need for structured societal dialogue to 
promote an alternat ive narrat ive for 
democratic, inclusive and tolerant Pakistan.

The uniqueness  of  the event was i t s 
participants, mostly young people, who 
registered themselves for the event through 
social and FAFEN website. Instead of inviting 
only pre-selected guests, TDEA-FAFEN 
announced the event on internet keeping 
registration open for public. Only donor 
communi ty ,  media and c iv i l  soc iety 
representatives were invited through ofcial 
communication channels. The participants 
expressed immense interest in attending the 
seminar as they came from as far as 
Mansehra, Haripur, Peshawar, Abbotabad 
and Sialkot.

The purpose of the seminar was to initiate a 
discourse on democratic reforms that are 
needed to ameliorate the wellbeing of 
Pakistani citizens.



Findings of FAFEN's
Socio-Political Survey 
Rashid Chaudhry

At the outset of the seminar, a TDEA-FAFEN 
representative Rashid Chaudhry presented 
the ndings of socio-political survey of 
National Assembly constituencies undertaken 
by the organization in February 2016. 
According to the survey conducted in four 
provinces, FATA and Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT), only 46 percent of the people 
said they wanted democracy as their 
choicest form of the government. As many as 
18 percent of the people said they wanted 
military to take direct control over the 
government. The rest named other forms of 
governments such as Khilafat, a public 
welfare government, etc. 

A total of 6,030 households were interviewed 
during FAFEN's Survey on Public Perception of 
Democracy. As many as 36% people say they 
will vote on basis of caste, 26% on basis of 
candidate's personality. Majority (46%) 
people prefer democracy as form of 
government. The Punjabis prefer Tribal/Caste 
afl iations more than other provincial 
ethnicities while approval of democracy is 
lowest in Islamabad Capital Territory as 
compared to other provinces and regions.

The survey further reveals the level of public 
trust on Parliament is lowest among other 
pub l ic  ins t i tu t ions .  People  have the 
perception that accountability of elected 

representatives, electoral reforms, and 
autonomous local government are ways to 
improve democratic dispensation.

Sab ka Pakistan 
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Crisis of Governance in Pakistan
M. Ziauddin

Renowned journalist and Chairperson of the 
TDEA Board of Trustees M. Ziauddin talked 
about various crises of governance which 
plague the country. He said constitutional 
supremacy, equal distribution of resources, 
and strong writ of the government are vital to 
combat corruption-like challenges in Pakistan. 
The main reason for the crisis of governance is 
the personalization of matters instead of 
institutionalization. He regretted that even 
after two general elections, Pakistan does not 
have a sustainable local governance system. 

He was of the view that corruption is 
something which every country is suffering 
from, some massively and some negligibly. The 
civilized country has a system to cope with 
corruption as it is directly connected to good 
governance. He called the strong and 
independent judiciary, vibrant parliament 
and free media free pre-requisites for good 
governance.

He concluded by saying that the remedy for 
a l l  g o v e r n a n c e - r e l a t e d  i l l s  i s  s t r i c t 
accountability and more allocation for uplift 
of social sectors like education and health as 
the good governance is directly related to the 
welfare of masses it leads to stronger social 
cohesion and better future.

Corruption: An Unbridled Scourge 
Dr. Salman Shah

Former Finance Minister Dr. Salman Shah, 
while talking on "Corruption: An Unbridled 
Scourge", said Pakistan ranks 150th in terms of 
per capita income and 147th in the terms of 
Human Development Index. He said the 
country's bureaucracy is the worst, criticizing 
the "Sifarish" system that is in vogue in all 
spheres of public affairs.

He said the country needed three million new 
jobs every year. He asserted the real cause of 
corruption in Pakistan was that nobody cared 
for laws of conict of interest, which are yet to 
be dened. The concept is totally alien to 
Pakistan.  

In his opinion, corruption in Pakistan was not 
limited to public sector along but also had its 
mark in private sector where corporate 
boards lack professionalism.

He called for greater role for the Parliament in 
budget-making process and sought an 
effective public nancial management 
system. He also stressed on employment 
generation, saving water and adopting a 
rational approach for problem-solving instead 
of emotional sloganeering. He also briefed the 
audience on international mechanisms like 
Stole Assets Recovery Initiative (StAR) to 
retrieve the stolen and illegally transferred 
money or resources of a country.
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is a myth that economic growth is trickled 
down to the poor, decreasing inequality. It 
may happen elsewhere, it has not happened 
in South Asia.

In the last decade, the tax burden on the poor 
has increased by 35% while the rich pay 
virtually no tax on their income. He said 
Pakistan has the highest rate of still birth and 
rst day deaths in the world. Eighty percent of 
the candidates on peasant and laborer seats 
of local government elections have declared 
themse lves  as  bus inessmen on the i r 
nomination papers and yet their nominations 
were not rejected by the respective Returning 
Ofcers.

He said political parties are strengthening 
parochialism and identities such as biradris, 
caste, sect, etc. The intelligentsia in every 
country is part of some larger movement, but 
in Pakistan, they are working individually, 
crying hoarse from the comfort of their homes. 
He said the political elite has successfully 
disconnected the political society from civil 
society and trade unions.
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Democracy: Two Alternative
Narratives in Pakistan
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Waseem

Professor Dr. Muhammad Waseem, while 
talking about “Democracy: Two Alternative 
Narratives in Pakistan”, said the middle class 
had been a stable constituency for military 
rule in Pakistan, as it thinks that the political 
class is ineffective. Unfortunately, our 
democracy is a method for elite to get itself 
elected to power. He said Pakistan was in the 
state of paranoia, living in the fear of outer 
forces. The elite in Pakistan have been afraid 

of democracy and thought of election as their 
political death in the early years, which laid a 
wrong foundation.

He said political parties in Pakistan are 'Leader 
Parties'. People look for a charismatic leader, 
not an ideology. This is not how institutions or 
structures develop, he explained. He said 
corruption is not a religious or a moral issue 
rather a structural issue. “We need to 
understand it as such in order to curb it,” he 
said.

Growing Inequalities: Woes of the
Working Classes in Pakistan
Sarwar Bari

PATTAN's National Coordinator Sarwar Bari, 
while talking on “Growing Inequalities: Woes 
of the Working Classes in Pakistan”, said there 

#SabKaPakistan
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Concluding Remarks and
Vote of Thanks
Shahid Fiaz

TDEA Chief Executive Ofcer Shahid Fiaz said 
that Pakistan lacked a multi-dimensional 
discourse on democracy and challenges it 
faced. He said that governance crises had 
direct impact on the life and well-being of 
citizens especially those living on margins. He 
stressed the need for structured societal 
dialogue to promote a pro-democracy, 
inclusion and tolerance narrative. He said that 
TDEA-FAFEN was initiating this discourse. He 
announced the establishment of a think tank 
called Democracy Pakistan Forum (DPF) 

comprising leading national gures that will 
lead the democratic discourse in the country.

#SabKaPakistan
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