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ISLAMABAD September 15, 2017: Violations of Election 
Commission of Pakistan's (ECP) code of conduct by 
contesting parties, allegations on PML-N of use of state 
machinery by the opposing candidates and ECP's 
continued vigilance in terms of taking notices of 
complaints remained the key highlights of FAFEN's 
observation of competitive and intense campaign period 
ahead of NA-120 by-election.

Overall, the constituency witnessed a competitive 
campaign by major parties including PML-N, PTI and PPPP 
and other influential independent candidates. FAFEN 
observers have also reported that the PML-N has primarily 
relied on their elected Local and Provincial Governments' 
representatives for campaigning. The observers stated 
that Dr. Yasmin Rashid of PTI has been conducting door-
to-door and corner meetings in various union councils of 
NA-120 Lahore-III constituency. An independent 
candidate supported by Milli Muslim League was also 
observed to be heavily investing in his election campaign. 

FAFEN observers reported sporadic instances of electoral 
violence - mostly brawls and minor clashes between the 
PML-N's and PTI's workers. Almost all the contesting 
candidates from opposition parties interviewed by 
FAFEN raised concerns alleging the PML-N candidate with 
various charges including the use of state resources. The 
PPPP candidate accused the Distr ict  Elect ion 
Commissioner (DEC) of favouring the PML-N. He also 
raised concerns regarding the security of the constituency 
mentioning that the Police did not register a First 
Information Report (FIR) of incidents of intimidation of 
his party's workers by PML-N. PTI's campaign in-charge 
Andleeb Abbass, also alleged the PML-N for initiating 
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Polling Stationsdevelopment schemes after the announcement of the election 
programme for NA-120 Lahore-III. 

Other observed violations of code of conduct include the use of 
oversized campaign banners and hoardings by PML-N, PTI, PPPP, JI 
and an independent candidate Yaqoob Sheikh. The workers of these 
parties were also observed to be distributing food among voters. 

The seat had fallen vacant after the disqualification by the Supreme 
Court of the Prime Minister (PM), Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, 
who won this seat in General Elections (GE) 2013 securing 59.8 percent 
of the polled votes. The PML-N has maintained their stronghold 
during the past three general elections held on current delimitation. 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) candidate, Dr Yasmin Rashid, had 
made inroads into the constituency during GE-2013 securing 34.1 
percent of the polled votes. The following graph shows FAFEN's party-
wise analysis of the vote-share of contesting political parties during 
the last three general elections.

For by-election scheduled to be held on September 17, 2017, the PML-N 
has nominated Ms. Kulsoom Nawaz, the wife of Nawaz Sharif, as their 
candidate. On the other hand, the runner-up from GE-2013, PTI's 
Yasmin Rashid is also contesting elections, while the PPPP has fielded 
Faisal Mir as their contestant. 

Socio-Political Demographics of Lahore-III NA-120 
The constituency covers the areas of Anarkali, Sanda, Santnagar, 
Krishan Nagar, Bilal Gunj, Ravi Road, Rewaz Garden, Bedon Road, 
Band Road and Mozang. There are a total of 321,786 registered voters 
including 179,642 (56%) men and 142,144 (44%) women. As many as 
25,960 new voters have been added to the electoral rolls after the GE-
2013, marking up for a 9% increase. The number of women voters 
increased by nine percent, while men voters by seven percent. 
According to a population estimate based on 2013 statistics, the share 
of women in the constituency's population is 47%, which indicates 
that they are still under-represented in electoral rolls.

Growing disparity was observed in the gender ratio of registered 
voters in NA-120 during the last two general elections as well. There 
are indications that a sizeable majority of women may not be not free 
to personally determine their own voting choices, however, prevailing 
attitudes towards women's participation in other key aspects of 
political and social life appear to be largely favourable.

Election Administration 
The ECP issued the list of polling stations on August 29, 2017. 
According Section 8(2) of the Representation of Peoples Act, 1976, the 
District Returning O�cer (DRO) has to issue a list of polling stations at 
least 15 days prior to the polling day. The timely issuance of polling 
scheme is vital as citizens should know the vicinity of their respective 
polling stations before the election-day. The list of polling stations 
along with the Geographical Information System (GIS) mapping of 
their designated locations in Lahore-III NA-120 have also been 
uploaded on ECP's website. These GIS coordinates can be accessed at: 
(https://www.ecp.gov.pk/GEMap.aspx?ID=11&W=120&ElectionType
=NA). 
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Who are FAFEN Observers?

FAFEN observers are 

registered voters in the 

constituency. 

They are NON-PARTISAN, 

TRAINED 

and ECP ACCREDITED 

40
Total Observers 

For the NA-120 by-election, the ECP has set up 220 polling stations – 
102 men, 99 women and 19 combined polling station. Overall, a total of 
573 polling booths – 312 men and 261 women – will be set up on 
September 17, 2017. During the 2013 GE, a total of 222 polling stations 
comprising 570 polling booths had been set up in this constituency. 

Contesting Candidates
A total of 44 candidates including 10 belonging to various political 
parties and 34 independent candidates are contesting the Lahore-III 
NA-120 by-election. PML-N has fielded Kulsoom Nawaz Sharif, PTI Dr. 
Yasmeen Rashid. PPPP has staged Faisal Mir from Zubair Kardar. 
Jamat-e-Islami (JI) has given the party ticket to Zia-ud-Din Ansari, 
Pakistan Peoples Party Workers (PPPW) to Sajjida Mir and Awami 
National Party (ANP) to Ameer Bahadur Khan Hoti. Pakistan Muslim 
League Council (PMLC) has fielded Abid Hussain Chadhar, Tehreek 
Tahafuze Pakistan (TTP) Dr. Mirza Muhammad Ashraf Baig, Pakistan 
Falah Party (PFP) Atta Muhammad Qasori and Pakistan Justice Party 
(PJP) Malik Munsif Awan as their candidates. The constituency 
witnessed an intense election campaign by PTI, PML-N and PPPP.

Security Arrangements 
The ECP has sought help from the Pakistan Army to ensure the polling 
day security and has also instructed to install security cameras inside 
polling stations and Printing Corporation of Pakistan (PCP), where 
ballot papers were printed. The security personnel will be stationed 
inside and outside polling stations on election-day. According to a 
notification issued by ECP, the security o�cials will exercise powers 
under Sections 4 and 5 of Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 and will also have 
First Class Magisterial powers in case of personation of a voter, 
capturing of polling stations, illegal canvassing or illegal practices 
related to polling process.

FAFEN's Election-Day Observation
FAFEN has deployed 40 trained observers including 14 women and 26 
men to cover the entire constituency comprising of 220 polling 
stations. Using detailed standardized checklists, FAFEN observers 
will observe the voting, counting and consolidation of results 
processes. In addition to polling station observation, these observers 
will also collect Form XIV (Statement of the Count) and Form XV 
(Ballot Paper Account). 

FAFEN uses standardized checklists for its observation of various 
Election Day activities including the opening and closing of polling 
stations, security arrangements, campaigning and canvassing around 
polling stations, ballot processing, facilitation to disabled and elderly 
voters, counting and result consolidation processes. The trained and 
non-partisan observers are deployed in the constituency who spend a 
period ranging from an hour to two hours at each polling station to 
record their observation on the checklists. The observation also 
includes interviewing the Presiding O�cers about the election 
arrangements. 

The observation of Lahore III NA-120 will be carried out by SANGAT, a 
local organization with their secretariat in Lahore, Punjab.
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Observer Experience

Observers with experience 
of election observation: 

64%
Almost two thirds of 

observers have previously 
worked with FAFEN as 

observers.
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